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Trump gets vulgar 
about immigration 


President slams proposal, disparages Haitians, Africans 


By Lisa MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — As he re- 
jected a bipartisan compromise 
to resolve the standoff over so- 
called Dreamers, President Don- 
ald Trump asked participants in 
an Oval Office meeting Thursday 
why the United States should 
accept immigrants from “shit- 
hole countries” in Africa, Central 
America and the Caribbean, ac- 
cording to two people briefed on 
the meeting. 

“What do we want Haitians 
here for?” the president asked, in 


response to comments from Sen. 
Dick Durbin, D-Ill., according to 
the people briefed. “Why do we 
want all these people from Africa 
here? Why do we want all these 
people from shithole countries?” 

The president added: “We 
should have people from places 
like Norway.” 

Asked about the president’s 
slur, the White House did not 
deny it but issued a statement 
saying Trump would “always 
fight for the American people.” 

While cruder and blunter than 
his past public statements, the 
president’s comments were in 


keeping with his long-standing 
position that the United States 
should shift its immigration pol- 
icy away from poorer, developing 
countries and focus on carefully 
selecting educated immigrants, 
especially from Europe, who can 
already speak English and have 
professional or technical skills 
needed in the United States. 

It’s not the first time Trump 
has made disparaging comments 
about foreigners and members of 
minority groups. He has fre- 
quently characterized Muslims 
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According to people briefed on a 
White House meeting, President 
Donald Trump asked Thursday, 
“What do we want Haitians here 
for?” and “Why do we want all 
these people from Africa here?” 


INSIDE: Trump sends Thursday 
morning tweet that nearly de- 
rails House vote on renewing a 
key NSA surveillance tool. 
Nation & World, Page Tl 
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Warmth casts a spell before freezing conditions return 


A low fog skims Lake Michigan at Montrose where Dave Smith fishes for coho salmon 
Thursday. The high was 60 at Midway Airport but fell below freezing at night. 


Weather: High 25 Low12 
Skilling’s forecast on back of A+E 
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KKK, 
‘Phantom Thread’ 


Daniel Day-Lewis, above, 
and director Paul Thomas 
Anderson succeed again 
together. Michael Phillips’ 
review, A+E 
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FBI expert: Chicago cop’s death 
was staged to look like a suicide 


Cook County medical 
examiner rebuts new 
report on 715 shooting 


By JASON MEISNER, 
ANNIE SWEENEY 

AND JEREMY GORNER 
Chicago Tribune 


Veteran Chicago police Sgt. 
Donald Markham was shot by 
someone else at point-blank 
range in his home in 2015 before 
the scene was staged to appear to 
be a suicide, a forensic patholo- 
gist hired by the FBI concluded 
in areport obtained Thursday by 
the Chicago Tribune. 

The five-page report contra- 
dicts Cook County officials’ rul- 
ing that Markham had shot 
himself in September 2015 after a 
drunken argument with his wife, 
Dina, also a veteran Chicago cop. 
The report was part of a yearlong 
probe by the FBI, which began 
after questions were raised 
within the Chicago Police De- 
partment about Markham’s 
death. 

The mystery deepened last 


FAMILY PHOTO 


Police Officer Dina Markham 
with her husband, Donald, who 
was also an officer, in 2010. 


May when Dina Markham, 47, 
was herself found dead, sub- 
merged in a bathtub in the 
couple’s home in the 5900 block 
of North Newark Avenue. Her 
death, ruled an accidental 
drowning by the Cook County 
medical examiner’s office, oc- 
curred before the FBI was able to 
interview her. 

As part of its probe, the FBI 
hired forensic pathologist Scott 
Denton to review the autopsy 
reports and photos from the 


scene of Markham’s death. Den- 
ton, a former chief interim medi- 
cal examiner for Cook County, 
works in a private capacity in 
downstate Bloomington. 

Denton’s report — submitted 
to the FBI last February — found 
a number of troubling aspects 
about the scene that led him to 
conclude the shooting was, in 
fact, a homicide, or “death at the 
hands of another.” Among the 
clues, he said, were blood pat- 
terns indicating Markham’s arms 
were “lifted upward after death,’ 
the strange placement of the gun 
“loosely in his right hand” and a 
lack of small abrasions or lacera- 
tions on his index finger that 
typically can be seen after some- 
one fires a gun. 

“The position of his body, the 
blood flow pattern on his face, 
the blood transfer pattern on his 
chin and left hand under his chin, 
and the moved and placed ap- 
pearance of the gun in his right 
hand are all consistent with his 
body having been moved after 
death” Denton wrote in the 
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States 
can tie 
work to 
Medicaid 
Change seen as 


burden by critics, 
likely to shrink rolls 


By Noam N. LEVEY 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration cleared 
the way Thursday for states to 
impose work requirements on 
many Americans who depend 
on Medicaid, the mammoth gov- 
ernment health insurance pro- 
gram for the poor. 

The long-expected move — 
which was strongly condemned 
by patient ad- 
vocates, physi- 
cians and con- 
sumer groups 
— would mark 
the first time 
in the pro- 
gram’s half-century history that 
the government will require 
people to work in exchange for 
health coverage. In states that 
decide to impose the new re- 
quirement, it is widely expected 
to shrink Medicaid rolls. 

The new plan sets the stage 
for a potentially long and con- 
tentious legal battle over the 
shape and purpose of a health 
program that more than 70 
million Americans now depend 
on. 
The administration outlined 
the work-requirement plan in a 
letter to state Medicaid officials 
that indicates the administra- 
tion’s willingness to grant state 
requests to impose requirements 
on working-age, non-disabled 


INSIDE: 
Illinois reviews 
new policy. 
Page 12 
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Parents sue 
so ill girl can 
use medical 
pot at school 


Schaumburg district 
cites state law in case 
that may set precedent 


By ROBERT MCCOPPIN 
Chicago Tribune 


In a case that could have 
far-reaching implications, par- 
ents of an elementary school 
student who has leukemia are 
suing a Schaumburg-based 
school district and the state of 
Illinois for the right for her to 
take medical marijuana at 
school. 

Plaintiffs identified only as J.S. 
and M.S., parents of A.S., filed 
suit Wednesday claiming that 
the state’s ban on taking the drug 
at school is unconstitutional 
because it denies the right to due 
process and violates the Individ- 
uals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

The student, who is 11 years 
old, was treated for her leukemia 
with chemotherapy, which re- 
sulted in the child now suffering 
from seizure disorders and epi- 
lepsy, according to the suit. 

The girl received treatments 
and a “substantial” amount of 
traditional medications to treat 
her seizures, but they were not 
successful, and the child’s treat- 
ing physicians have certified her 
as being qualified to receive 
medical marijuana to treat her 
epilepsy, the suit stated. 

The family asked officials in 
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